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Board of Directors Meeting 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Marion, Illinois   April 5, 2018

I. Roll Call: President Kent Carrell called the meeting to order at 1:36 pm on April 5, 2018. Present:  John Harland, Judi Harland, Don Kragness, Betsy Murphy, Tom Oates, Loren Taylor, Anna Morris, Steve Maxwell. 
Absent:  Bert Gordon, Bob Campbell.
II. Approval of Minutes and Treasurer’s Report:  A motion was made by Don Kragness and seconded by Tom Oates to accept the Minutes of the January 11, 2018 WCIRTA board meeting and the minutes of the February 9, 2018 WCIRTA General Membership Meeting. Motion carried. The treasurer reported an ending balance of $2268.23.  Several donations have been forwarded to the foundation in memory of deceased WCIRTA members. A motion was made by John Harland and seconded by Loren Taylor to accept the Treasurer’s Report dated 3/26/2018.  Motion carried.
III. Plans for Dinner for New Retirees: 
A. Board members who obtained the list of retirees from the districts will make contact by phone and email extending an invitation to attend the new retiree dinner at Mackie’s Pizza on April 25, 2018 at 6:00 pm. Count will be provided to President Carroll. Spouses and guests are welcome but will be responsible for paying for their dinner.
B. Loren Taylor will confirm the reservation with the restaurant.
C. Packet of information will be provided for each new retiree.  WCIRTA committees, dates of meetings, programs, and TRS benefits information will be shared. Steve Maxwell will contact the ROE’s office requesting a representative to provide licensure information for retirees. John Harland will obtain TRS and benefits pamphlets to include in the packet. Judi Harland will provide teacher grant information.
IV. Plans for Next Membership Meeting on May 8, 2018, 12:00 pm.
A. Meeting will take place at Mackie’s Pizza Restaurant.  Loren Taylor will confirm reservation.
B. Tiffany Sievers, SI Elder Law is confirmed as the program presenter.
V. Reports of Standing Committee Chairs:
A. Legislative: Anna Morris reported that Governor Rauner did not include TRIP funding in the budget proposal and that state employees’ insurance is at risk.  SB 3046 sponsored by Senator Manar will allow retirees to opt back into TRIP insurance.  SB 3045 will allow retirees to substitute teach 120 days or 600 hours and not have retirement impacted.
B. Membership: Steve Maxwell reported on recent changes in membership. Several new members have joined and the January report from Springfield included those teachers that are in the retirement pipepline. He shared that the local unit membership cards are now digital.
C. Member Benefits: no report at this time.
D. Finance: Tom Oates presented the Audit Report for approval. 
	      The audit was conducted by the WCIRTA Audit Committee in accordance with commonly  
      accepted accounting practices. On January 11, 2018 the Audit Committee carefully reviewed 
     the financial records maintained by WCIRTA Treasurer, Don Kragness.  The committee found 
     that no irregularities had occurred during the audited period (January 1, 2017-December 31, 
     2017) and the management of funds by the treasurer had been done in proper order.

    The Audit Committee recommends acceptance of this report and commends the treasurer for 
    properly maintaining the funds of WCIRTA.
 A motion was made by John Harland and seconded by Anna Morris to accept the Audit Report                                                as recommended by the WCIRTA Audit Committee and submitted January 12, 2018. Motion carried.
E. Information Services: Loren Taylor-no report
F. Foundation: Judy Harland provided information regarding the three programs the foundation offers: (1) Retired Teacher Assistance-currently assisting 10 teachers with monthly stipends; (2) Scholarships-six $1500 scholarships available for juniors or seniors in college majoring in education; and (3) Active Teacher Grants-Excellence in Education Grants awarded state-wide each year totaling $36,500. Forms are on the IRTA website and are due June 1, 2018. Funds to support these programs come from local units and from the address label fundraiser.
VI.  Other Business:  
A. Area 6 Conference-May 3, 2018  
List due April 15, 2018 of those attending the conference. Attendees from WCIRTA will be Kent Carroll, Steve Maxwell, Anna Morris, Loren Taylor, Betsy Murphy, possibly Bert Gordon, Bob Campbell, and President Carroll will contact Ed Tresnak as a possible attendee. Members will meet at 7:45 am at the southeast corner of the Walmart parking lot. 
B. Making Membership List Calls
1. Phone Script was created so as to be consistent in calls made to individuals on the list. Check for email, phone numbers, cells, address changes, if receiving the newsletter, and encourage payment of dues.
2. Names were assigned for board members to contact with deadline to report back by next membership meeting, 5/8/18.
C. WCIRTA Scholarship for senior going into education-Discussed the possibility of presenting a scholarship to a HS senior planning to major in education. Consideration needs to be given to setting up criteria and sustainability. Topic will be brought up at the General Membership meeting with the possibility of forming a committee to research the idea.
D. Newsletter deadlines for Spring Issue
 	         April 14, 2018 for articles to Tish Koontz
April 21, 2018 typed copy to ROE
April 28, 2018 email and mail out to members
VII.  Next Board Meeting: June 21, 2018 at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Marion, IL
VIII. Adjourn: A motion was made by Don Kragness and seconded by Steve Maxwell to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 3:02 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Betsy Murphy, Secretary
