Williamson County Retired Teachers Association
Board Meeting    April 8, 2015    1:30 P.M.

Held at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Marion, IL
There being a quorum, President Bob Campbell called the meeeting to order.  Those present were:  Bob Campbell, Mary Lou Gander, Tom Oates, Steve Maxwell, Don Kragness, Anna Morris, John Harland, and Marge Mangan.  Kent Carrell and Loren Taylor were absent due to medical issues.
Approval of Minutes  Tom Oates made a motion to approve the Minutes, seconded by Mary Lou Gander; all approved.  Treasurer's report showed a balane of 2,875.02.  Tom made a motion to accept the Treasurer's report.  Mary Lou seconded.  All in favor; report approved.
Meeting date change.  Due to the meeting date of Area 6, and by consensus of the Board, the date for the WCRTA meeting will be changed from May 6 to May 13, 2015.  This change will be put in the Newsletter.
Retirees' dinner Since only 4 people from Williamson County schools will be retiring this year, there will be no retirees' dinner.  Bob will send each retiree a letter welcoming them, as well as preparing packets for each of them.  The retirees are:


Johnston City Unit 1 – Phyllis Jones


Marion Unit 2 – Cindy Bushing


Crab Orchard Unit 3 – No retirees


Herrin Unit 4 – Mark May and Kay Ingersall


Carterville Unit 5 – No retirees
Area 6 Meeting Eight Board members of WCRTA will attend the Area 6 meeting in Carbondale on May 7, 2015.
Reports of Standing Committees –


Member Benefits –Mary Lou Gander reported.  TRIP is planning to put in two new parts:  dental and open enrollment.


Membership – Steve Maxwell reported.  Steve told of three deceased members:

Helen Cast, Anita Odle, and Brenda Preston.  Also Marguerite Rodney has died.  Bob has told her son that we will change the status on our records.  13 members have paid dues from January 1 to April 8, 2015.  John added that almost evedry one of the 89 newsletters sent through the uSPS had “red x;s”.  There was discussion as to how to collect dues.


Legislative – Anna Morris reported.  Pension Law (SB1).  The Illinois Supreme Court heard oral arguments March 15 and has the ruling on fast track.  Members of the Senate Appropriations are holding 17 public hearings around the State to judge the potential impact of the governor's $6 billion budget balancing cuts.  They will hold a hearing at SIU on April 8.  She also reported on proposed budget cuts that could potentially affect retiree programs and our local economy.

Possible Speakers – Someone from TRIP to tell about the possible 2 new parts: dental and open enrollment, and possibly Daniel Winter.

Newsletters – Due to the change in the May 6 meeting to May 13, deadlines for the Newsletters are:


April 24 – articles to Tish Koontz


April 30 – typed copy o ROE


May 4 – e-mail and USPS mail to members.

John Harland will send coies of new membership lists to Matt Donkin.  Then Matt will send to Sandy, the secretary.  Tom will send any returned newsletters to Steve.

Discussion of Update By-Laws – Technically, WCRTA needs to have an audit.  The difficulty is that the fiscal year for WCRTA is July 1 through June 30.  The fiscal year for IRTA is the calendar year.  There was much discussion on Article VI.  That would mean updating Article VI, changing Jjuly 1 to January 1 for the fiscal year.

Section 3 – We need to have a committee of the past three Presidents.  They are Jim DeYoung, John Harland, and Bob Campbell.  Bob will study the potential changes/updates on Article VI.  He will bring the suggested changes/updates to the Board.  If approved, they will be brought to the Membership at the Annual Meeting.  If the fiscal year changes, the Annual Meeting would be in Johnston City in October 2015.  If there is no change, the Annual Meeting would be in May 2015.


Article X – deals with Elections and Terms of Office.  The terms of office are two-year terms for President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  (Lyle Dee Ozment had just started his second term as President prior to his death.)  Bob will also work with these changes and present them at the Annual Meeting.

Other /Business –   Legal Defense Fund – The balance in this fund had been $490,000.  Just under $400,000 has been spent, leaving a balance of about $100,000.

Bill Funkhauser is retiring.

The next Board Meeting is June 24, 2015.

The next Membership meeting is May 13, 2015.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:00 P.M.

Marge Mangan, Secretary  
